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871,700 FAMILIES HAVE S1MN ORMORE:REPORT - Ph 3 g []] of eCourts on the fast track
Millionaire households

jump 90% in four years

ALOKANANDA CHAKRABORTY
New Delhi, September 18

INDIAHAS 871,700 millionaire
households with a net worth of
8.5 crore ($1 million) orabove,
up 90%from458,000in 2021,
according to the Mercedes-
Benz Hurun India Wealth
Report 2025.The surgereflects
India’s rapidly expanding afflu-
ent base, driven by strong
equity marKkets, entrepreneur-
ship, and urban economic
growth, said the report.

The period between 2017
and 2025 has been transfor-
mative, with the number of
Indian households worth over
$1 million surging 445% and
those with a net worth of §1.2
million-plus rising 202%.
“This democratisation of pros-
perity speaks to the resilience
of oureconomy,with opportu-
nity spreading to millions of
newwealth creators,’said Anas
Rahman Junaid, founder &
chief researcher, Hurun India.

Drawing comparisons, the
report stated that while China
had a much larger base of
wealthyhouseholds than India
— often 3 to 6 times higher
across comparable categories
— with its demographic
advantage, India is well placed
to become the world’s fastest-
growingwealth hub,gradually
closing the gap with its bigger
neighbour.

Maharashtra led the race
with 170,000 millionaire
households — a 194% growth
since 2021 — with Mumbai
alone being home to 142,000
millionaires. According to the
report, the surge is largely
thanks to a 55% growth in
Maharashtra’s state GDP to
340.51akh crore,or $480billion.

Mumbaiis followed by New
Delhi, which has 68,200 mil-
lionaire households and Ben-
galuru,which has 31,600 mil-
lionaire households.The three
cities, according to the report,
formthelargest concentration
of affluent families in the
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What do they spend on

75%

m Rolex leads in luxury
watches. Gucciand

prefer Louis Vuitton top the
natural listin accessories
diamonds;

Tanishq m Emirates the airline
their most-  of choice for travel.
preferred Taj Hotels among top
retailer hospitality brands

Their numbers and where they live

No. of millionaire

State-wise distribution

households No. of millionaire households 2025
2017 Haryana
159,900 30,500
2018
Delhi Uttar
2019 233,200 79,800 Pradesh
Rajasthan 57,700
339,500 33100
2020
398,700
2021
458,000 Gujarat
2022 68,300 West Bengal
50,400
2023
2024 Telangana
Maharashtra 51,700
2025 178,600
Source: Hurun Research Institute; .
Mercedes-Benz Hurun India Karnataka Tamil Nadu
Wealth Report 2025 68,800 72,600

country. The top 10 cities,
including Ahmedabad (at No.
4) and Kolkata (at No. 5), con-
tribute over 79% of the coun-
try’s millionaire households,
with growth fuelled by rising
gross state domestic product
(GSDP) and business formali-
sation across tech,finance,and
industrial sectors.

That said, upward mobility
into the ultra-high-net-worth
(UHNW) brackets was more
selective.Roughly 5% of 2017
millionaires progressed to the
%100 crore ($12 million) club,
whileonly 1.3%reached X200

crore ($24 million). Beyond
this point, the pyramid nar-
rowed significantly: just
0.07% of the millionaires
crossed to the 1,000 crore
($120 million) bracket and a
minuscule 0.01% became bil-
lionaires ($1 billion-plus).
These findings highlight a
layered narrative — while India
produces millions of new mil-
lionaires, the billionaire status
remains the exclusive preserve
of a select few that achieve the
milestoneviaglobal-scale enter-
prises, IPOs, or multi-genera-
tional wealth consolidation.

JYOTSNA BHATNAGAR
Ahmedabad, September 18

QUIETLY AND UNOBTRU-
SIVELY, the judicial services in
the country are creating mile-
stones on theirjourney towards
fulfilment of the government’s
ambitious ¥7,210-crore Phase
I1I of the eCourts project. Last
week, the Delhi High Court (HC)
launched its mobile app, which
allows access to its various ser-
vices and data on a mobile
phonealongwithahostof other
initiativesincludingadedicated
portal for judicial officers, an
eOffice pilot project and the
onboarding of MCD (Municipal
Corporation of Delhi) appellate
tribunal/juvenilejustice boards
on the eCourts system.

On the scale of larger imple-
mentation parameters,theAlla-
habad and Bombay HCs are
leading in terms of reaching
many subordinate courtsunder
the PhaseIllinfrastructure.The
HCs of Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, and Gujarat are also
doing well, but slightly behind
the top two,in raw numbers.

Says Justice (retired) DY
Chandrachud, former ChiefJus-
ticeof Indiawhois credited with
giving a strong impetus to exe-
cution of the project on ground,
“Each step towards digitisation
is also a step towards greater
transparency. It replaces the
colonial model where citizens
had to go in search of justice
with a model where justice
related services are delivered to
the doorsteps of citizens.”

Extolling thenumerousben-
efits of the project, Justice
(retired) Chandrachud adds,

TOWARDS TIMELY, FAIR, AND ACCESSIBLE JUSTICE

Key components of eCourts Phase llI

Scanning, digitisation and digital

preservation of case records
Cloud infrastructure

Additional hardware to existing courts

Infrastructure in newly set-up courts

Virtual courts

eSewa kendra

Paperless court

“This phase has been designed
aftermulti-stakeholder consul-
tation between civil society and
domain experts. It is by far the
most ambitious project imple-
mented by the Indian judiciary.
Phase III is on course to make
ourjudiciary citizen centricand
focused on access to justiceina
natively digital environment.”
Interestingly,itis the Chhat-
tisgarh HC which is fast emerg-
ingasaleading courtin the mis-
sion nationally with its recent
steps like digitisation centres,
video conferencing facilities
and e-summons in criminal
cases — crucial steps towards
digitisation of courts and the
concept of paperless courts.
From the point of view of law
firms,among the crucial stake-
holders in the project, Pallavi
Shroff,managing partnerof tier
1 law firm Shardul Amarchand
Mangaldas, says, “Use of tech-
nology and Al brings in trans-
parencyand helpsin categorisa-
tion of cases and consistencyin
decision making. Furthermore,

426.25
413.08
394.48
359.20

JUSTICE
FOR ALL-|

itwill also help in reducing the
backlog in courts with better
access to past precedents and
data. It is ultimately a step
towardsaccess totimelyjustice”

Launched in 2023, the ini-
tiative seeks to create paperless,
Al-driven courts across all dis-
trict courts and high courts.
Anshul Vikram Pandey,founder
and CEO of PanScience Innova-
tions which has developed
Nyaay Al, one of the most
sought-after AI platforms
curated specially for the judi-
ciary, said, “India’s judiciary
facesanunprecedented backlog

643.66

2,038.4
1,205.23

of over 50 million pending
cases. Phase III of the e-Courts
projectisalreadyunderway,and
it has the potential to be trans-
formative but only if it is
anchoredinahomegrown Legal
AI Stack: context-aware, pri-
vacy-first, and designed to
enhance judicial workflows
ratherthan disrupt them?”

Unlike earlier phases, Phase-
IIT emphasises decentralised
execution, stakeholder collabo-
ration, and global benchmark-
ing,with a strong focus on AI-
powered case management,
predictive analytics, virtual
hearings,and end-to-end digiti-
sation of court records.

Justice (retired) Chandra-
chud headed the eCommittee
fornearlyfiveyearsand brought
aradical transformation in the
deployment of technology.
Among the innovations intro-
duced thus far include live
streaming of court proceedings,
paperless courts, transcription
of arguments from speech to
text,round-the-clock e-filing of

cases, Al-assisted translation of
judgments to the 22 constitu-
tionally recognised languages,
digitisation of records, and
bringingdataofall courtsinthe
public domain through the
National Judicial Data Grid.

In May 2025, the govern-
ment launched another game-
changing initiative, the e-Zero
FIR initiative, an electronic ver-
sion integrated with the
National Cybercrime Reporting
Portal and Crime and Criminal
Tracking Network & Systems
(CCTNS).The e-Zero FIR allows
automatic registration of Zero
FIRs for cyber financial frauds
above¥10lakh,onlinefilingand
tracking of FIRs, improving
accessibility and transparency
and integration with digital law
enforcement infrastructure to
enable prompt investigation.

Hailing the move, Anand
Desai,managing partner of top
law firm DSK Legal, states, “The
formalisation of Zero FIR in
Indian criminal laws marks a
crucial step towards ensuring
timely, fair,and accessible jus-
tice that overcomes procedural
hurdles related to jurisdiction.
Coupled with digitisation
through e-ZeroFIR,itempowers
victims and strengthens the
police machinery to begin
urgent investigations without
delay or discrimination.”

Despite the rapid strides
which the eCourts project is
making, it is also facing critical
challengeswhich,accordingtoa
cross section of judges and
lawyers that FE spoke to, are
causing delays in speedyimple-
mentation of the project.

(Concluding part tomorrow)

Maternity breaks, bias widen gender pay gap: Report

BISWAJIBAN SHARMA
New Delhi, September 18

FOR MANY WOMEN profes-
sionalsin India, taking time off
for motherhood still comes at
a steep cost. A new survey
shows that maternity breaks
and workplace biasremain the
biggest barriers to pay parity,
with the IT sector topping the
list for wage inequality.
According to job platform

Naukri’s nationwide survey of
over 20,000 jobseekers across
more than 80 industries and
eight cities, nearly half of pro-
fessionals (45%) are of the
view that India’s gender pay
gap remains above 20%.
More than half (519%) identi-
fied maternity breaks as the
single-biggest reason behind
the gender pay gap in India,
while 27% pointed to work-
place bias as the primary

Half of all respondents
flagged IT as the
sector with the widest
pay disparity

cause.Importantly,both men
and women share this view.
This belief was strongest in
the IT (56%), pharma (55%),
and auto sectors (53%).

The IT sector came in for

BENGALURU

sharp criticism,with half of all
respondents flagging it as the
industry with the widest pay
disparity. This far outstripped
othersectorssuch asreal estate
(21%), FMCG (18%), and
banking (12%). Freshers and
mid-level employees were
mostvocal about IT,while tech
hubs like Hyderabad (59%)
and Bengaluru (58%) regis-
tered the highest concerns.
Perceptions also varied by

seniority. Nearly half of profes-
sionals with over 10 years of
experience said the pay gap
remains above 20%. Aviation
(57%), education (52%), and
IT (50%) were the industries
where inequalitywas felt most
acutely.In contrast, traditional
sectors like 0il & gas and retail
reported a more optimistic
outlook,with over a quarter of
oil & gas professionals claim-
ing the gap was negligible.
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